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Stocking the aquarium
Choosing your fishes
Start with a community tank made
up of a dozen or so fishes that are
easy to keep. A good mixture might
consist
of Guppies,
Mollies,
Angelfishes, Platies, Neon Tetras
and a Corydoras Catfish, Buy two
or three fishes to begin with and
build up slowly.
Buy fishes
from
reputable

dealers and never buy "cheap" ones.
The fishes should look colourful,
clean and lively. Don't buy baby
fishes, as they may die. Young fishes
are about half the adult size quoted
in books. Check the fishes for signs
of disease, especially White Spot
and Fungus (see page 56).

Taking your fishes home
The fishes will probably be given
to you in a sealed bag half full of
water. Pack the bag in a warm, dark,
insulated
container,
such as a
polystyrene box or a carrier bag
filled with woollens.
SeaJedbag

T When you get home, open the top
of the fishes' bag and float the bag
upright in the tank.
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When you get home, open the
bag very gently, using scissors.
Float it upright in the tank. Don't
turn on the tank lights yet.
After about 20 minutes, the
temperature of the water in the bag
should be the same as the temperature of the tank water. Let the
fishes swim out of the bag, or tip
the bag gently to make them swim
out.
Leave the tank lights off for a
day or so, to let the frshes settle in
quietly. Don't feed the fishes for
at least a day.

T Once the water in the bag is the
same temperature as the tank water,
you can let the fishes swim out.

Maintenance
Daily jobs
Feeding time is the best time to
do these jobs.
• Look at the tank and tidy it up.
Remove dead or dying leaves, pick
up fallen ornaments, etc.
• Check the fishes for signs of
disease.
• Make sure that the water is at
the correct temperature,and
that all
the equipment is working properly.

Weekly jobs
The most important task of all is
the weekly partial water change.
The day before you change the
water, fill a bucket with tap water
and let it stand. The next day,
siphon out 20 per cent of the water
in the tank (see pictures 1 and 2
below), i.e. 15 litres from a 75 litre
tank. Boil some tap water and add

... You need about one metre of
plastic tubing for siphoning. Put it
in the tank and let it fill up with
water. Meanwhile, get a bucket and
place it next to the tank. Put it on
some newspapers, in case you spill
any water:

enough to the bucket of prepared
water to bring its temperature up
to that of the water in the tank.
Pour the bucket of water very
slowly into the. tank.
If you don't change some of the
water in the tank once a week, the
tank will get so filthy that you will
have to empty out all the water and
the fishes and scrub the tank clean.
Drastic changes of any kind make
fishes weak, so it is dangerous to
take them out of mature, dirty water
and put them in raw, very clean tap
water.

Monthly jobs
• Check the air pump, lights,
heater, thermostat,
filter and all
. airlines and wiring .
• Change the wool in the filter.

... Keep one end of the tubing in
the tank and hold the other end
over the bucket. Siphon out about
20 per cent of the water in the tank.
While you are doing this, you can
"hoover" the gravel with the end of
the tubing in the tank. Dirt and
waste are sucked out of the tank.
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